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Accepting and Educating Foreigners in Japan:
- Looking at Brazilians' Case —

Hiromi Ehara

Japanese modernization has correlated with transnational immigrants flow to
and from the country since the Meiji Era. In that flow four historical periods can be
extracted with its own educational themes.

Period form 1868 to 1930 is characterized by “Expanding Colonialism.” Japan
sent numerous immigrant workers to North and South America while few foreigners
were accepted in the country. 1931 to 1945 was “War-Time Reign”, which
brought more than 2 million Korean workers to Japan. Education for them was
paid no attention because of the assimilating thought of the time. 1945 to 1990 was
“Economic Expansion and Post War-Time Reign”, which saw Japanese Companies
advance into Asian countries and subsequent rapid economic growth. The number
of families living in those countries grew rapidly. “Education of Children Overseas”
attracted much attention while request for improved status for foreigner’s schools
(mainly for Korean residents in Japan) was put aside until the 1990’s. Such
improvement was carried out after 1990’s revised Immigrants Control Act,
which established the Special Resident’s Status for Koreans in Japan and new
Resident’s Status for Japanese descendents to the Third Generation with freedom
of getting work. Since then numerous Brazilian nationals with Japanese blood have
come to live in Japan as guest workers.

Brazilians are the biggest “newcomer” foreigners’ group and education for
their children has brought difficult problems to Japanese public schools. Instable
life depending on subcontracted labor market affects school life of children. Also
mono-cultural Japanese school system has limits for accepting pupils with different
language and culture. Problems like truancy, non-attendance, mal-adaptation to
school, etc. have arisen.

Securing them educational opportunity with good quality will bring Japan to the
new stage of “internationalization”, which will realize new image of “State” that

embraces different ethnic groups in the society.





