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Dysfunctional families and abuse

Kei Kanno

This paper attempts a review and examination of the relation between dysfunctional families and
child and elder abuse from a family systems theory perspective. As a result, children raised in a
centrifugal family are suggested to have the potential to repeat regular abuse and neglect when they
themselves start childrearing or providing nursing care for their parents. For children raised in a
centripetal family, there are issues around dependence and increased risks of sudden abuse or neglect
caused by fatigue from childrearing and providing nursing care. The need for early intervention for
dysfunctional families and for mental support as a means to prevent intergenerational transmission of

abuse is discussed.
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